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Get Started! 

 
 
Hi, teachers! 
 
Today I'm excited to dive into the flexible instructional model in myPerspectives Florida with you. 
Let’s get started. 
 
 



 

2 
 

myPerspectives Florida Grades 6–12 © 2022 
Flexible Instructional Model 

How Are Units Organized? 

 
 
myPerspectives Florida engages learners with a student-centered, gradual release instructional model 
that promotes self-directed learning and builds content knowledge. 
 
Did you know, and I quote: 
"When student centered learning opportunities are implemented properly, students experience a multitude 
of positive outcomes including increased motivation, deeper retention of knowledge, greater 
understanding, and improved attitudes towards the subject being taught.” - Collins and O'Brien 2003 
(quoted in Pearson Edition, Inc., n.d., 4) 
 
I'll give you a moment to let that sink in . . . pretty profound, right? 
 
The units are thematic and designed to provide an organizational framework for integrating new 
information. Each unit starts with an open-ended Essential Question, followed by meaningful, thought-
provoking texts, interactive and engaging activities, and collaborative experiences; all designed to help 
students build content knowledge, develop communication skills, and prepare for the final Performance-
Based Assessment. 
 
As your class moves through the unit, your role will shift from teaching to facilitating to advising to 
assessing. 
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Flexible Instructional Model 

 
 
Okay, let’s break down the flexible, student-centered instructional model now.  
 
It’s actually pretty simple.  
 
A unit consists of six parts—Introduction, Whole-Class Learning, Peer-Group Learning, Independent 
Learning, Performance-Based Assessment, and Unit Reflection. 
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How Do I Pace a Unit? 

 
 
The Pacing Plan tells you how long a unit should take and how many days each part should take. Each 
day is based on a forty- to fifty-minute class period with suggestions for alternate pacing that you can 
customize to meet your district’s needs.  
 
Before we get into each part in a unit, I want to show you some planning resources: Unit at a Glance, 
Lesson Planning, Unit-by-Unit Correlation, Correlation at a Glance, and Spotlight and Supporting 
Benchmarks.  
 
In addition, each unit has handy resources to help you plan your instruction. 
 
Okay, now let's take a closer look at each part within a unit. 
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Unit Introduction 

 
 
myPerspectives Florida embeds many motivational strategies directly within the program to encourage 
students to take ownership of their learning. 
 
You'll begin each unit with an engaging video that introduces students to the unit theme. Next, you'll pose 
an open-ended Essential Question (EQ for short) to stimulate thoughtful student inquiry as they explore 
the unit’s theme and develop deeper understanding. 
 
Then, you'll introduce specific Unit Goals and Academic Vocabulary words, and students will read a 
Mentor Text and complete a Word Network. This text models the way students will write for the 
Performance-Based Assessment. I love that all roads lead to the Performance-Based Assessment! 
 
At the end of the Unit Introduction, students will write a summary of the mentor text and complete an 
Icebreaker activity and a QuickWrite based on the content they read and viewed. They will also revisit the 
EQ for the unit. 
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Whole-Class Learning 

 
 
Let's talk about Whole-Class Learning now. 
 
You'll begin this section by discussing Whole-Class Learning Strategies with your students to help set 
expectations for learning. Then, you'll introduce them to the genres and Concept Vocabulary and 
Comprehension Strategy. 
 
myPerspectives Florida offers thematic, multi-genre texts and gives students opportunities to compare 
texts within and across genres. 
 
For every selection, students will read the text a first time to get an overall understanding of it. Then, they'll 
read it again to revisit parts that are particularly important or complex. 
 
Afterward, students will complete activities such as Build Insight, Analyze and Interpret, Study Language 
and Craft, and Share Ideas to develop critical reading and analysis skills. 
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Peer-Group Learning 

 
 
Once the Whole-Class Learning part of the unit ends, your role shifts from teaching to facilitating, and 
even more amazing things start to happen. 
 
You will encourage collaboration as your students work in groups, sharing their own ideas and 
perspectives and applying what they've learned. Peer-Group Learning is so important to developing 
college and career ready students who are knowledgeable, confident, respectful, and able to collaborate 
with others. Students are learning from each other, and we know from research that student engagement 
and achievement increase when this collaboration happens. 
 
You will begin this part by discussing Peer-Group Learning Strategies and the genre options. Next, 
students will learn about the genre before preparing to read. 
 
Then, you'll introduce them to the Concept Vocabulary and Comprehension Strategy before facilitating the 
peer groups as they read the selections. 
 
Just like in Whole-Class Learning, students will complete routines to develop critical reading and analysis skills. 
 
Peer-Group Learning ends with a Performance Task. This task is designed to help students prepare for the unit 
Performance-Based Assessment. 
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Independent Learning 

 
 
After students complete the Peer-Group Learning part of the unit, your role shifts from facilitating to advising. 
 
During this Independent Learning part, your students will use Independent Learning Strategies, select an online 
digital text to read on their own, based on interest and complexity level, and then start to formulate their own unique 
perspectives about the content. How powerful is that? 
 
Students will use the Close-Read Guide to help work through their independent selections and then share their 
independent learning with their classmates. 
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Performance-Based Assessment 

 
 
Now we get to my favorite part-the Performance-Based Assessment! 
 
Students will demonstrate their learning using their EQ Notes, Word Network, and information learned to complete a 
culminating unit writing assignment. 
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Unit Reflection 

 
 
Lastly, in the Unit Reflection, students get a chance to reflect on the Unit Goals, the texts, and the Essential 
Question. 
 
Reflecting on learning helps students understand themselves and make connections between what they’ve learned 
and what they want to learn. The Unit Reflection also provides an important stopping point to see their own growth 
as a thinker, reader, writer, and learner. 
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Instructional Flexibility 

 
 
We know that you want flexibility when teaching your students. So in order to meet them where they are, we’ve given 
you resources, tools, and additional content. Go ahead-teach your way!  
 
With myPerspectives Florida, the instructional model is streamlined to flow seamlessly into different learning 
environments. You can mix texts, create your own lessons, and rearrange lessons. 
 
On Savvas Realize, you’ll find helpful and easy-to-use customization features. Create your own playlists using our 
content or pull in your own texts, resources, and activities to create a custom lesson plan. Other features like Build a 
Test and My Library provide even more flexibility. Rearrange units, create tests, and upload your own resources. You 
can also pull in Book Club or myPerspectives Plus resources. 
 
Hook and Inspire features at Grades 9-12 allow you to go beyond the text and explore more with your students. Use 
the suggested hooks to launch students Into, sustain their interest Through, and take them Beyond the texts. Pull in 
videos, art, infographics, music, and more to make learning relevant for your students. 
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Closing 

 
 
Thank you for going through the myPerspectives Florida flexible instructional model with me. 
 
To learn more, visit My Savvas Training. 
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